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A high quality, peer reviewed online learning resource for acute medicine using realistic, interactive clinical scenarios

The ACUMEN project is being developed within the Department of

Health (e-Learning for Healthcare) in collaboration with the

Federation of Royal Colleges of Physicians to facilitate knowledge RCPE
acquisition, and application of that knowledge in scenario settings,
for trainees in medicine from core medical training (CMT) and
acute care common stem (ACCS) through to more senior trainees
in acute internal medicine and general internal medicine.

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

ON‘URAT'AMICE

€08 This initiative recognised that the constraint in training hours associated with
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the full implementation of the European Working Time Directive requires novel
solutions to supplement the learning that can be acquired as part of day-to-
day practice. The emphasis placed on the acquisition of the relevant
knowledge, skills and attitudes as defined in the core medical curricula means
that it will especially affect trainees in the early part of training, but more
senior trainees in acute medicine and general medicine will also gain much
benefit from undertaking the ACUMEN scenarios and knowledge sessions.
ACUMEN is designed to expose trainees to clinical scenarios that mimic acute
presentation of symptom-based problems.

The curricula define 64 major forms of presentation to acute medical units.
These include four emergency presentations (unconscious patient, shocked
Royal College of Physicians ~ Patient cardio-respiratory arrest and anaphylaxis). After this, the curricula list
and Surgeons of Glasgow the twenty most common symptom based presentations such as
breathlessness and chest pain. The next 40 presentations are defined by
symptoms that are less common but not uncommon within an acute medical unit. The ACUMEN project
takes each of these presentations and presents them as interactive clinical scenarios where the trainee is
able to follow the patient from the initial presentation, where a history may be taken and a virtual
examination performed, through the development of an investigation and management plan through to
the conclusion and review of the patient outcomes. The trainee may then compare their performance with
that of the ‘expert’.
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The initial development has focused on trainees who are gaining Royal C0||ege
early experience in core medicine (CMT and ACCS) but it will be 5 e
extended to include trainees who are progressing to level 2 and Of PhySICIanS

level 3 competences. Setting higher medical standards

This is an extensive project, given the need to cover the wide range of pathologies associated with
medicine, and ACUMEN has recruited a large number of authors to develop the clinical aspects of the
project. Each individual author receives support from an instructional designer (ID) who provides
educational and technical advice about the best ways to present the clinical scenario and knowledge
sessions to trainees.

The aim is to use e-learning to deliver engaging clinical scenarios that provide trainees with experience of
patient presentations, to supplement the experience that they will gain in the workplace. This will support
more effective delivery of the medical curricula. It is also proposed that all learning from the ACUMEN
project will be captured by direct integration into the physicians’ e-portfolio. More information is available
from the website: www.acumen-online.org.uk
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